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STORAGE
Uganda looks for a terminal partner
Looking at lubes
Vapour recovery
Terminal automation
Emissions control
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COVID-19

UK Storage and the energy transition

Thermal insulation barriers 

Digital railcar handling COVER SPONSOR
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When managing real pressure is your job…

MIPC® helps engineers stay on-site and on top of the latest industry 
developments and good practice in primary containment of hazardous 
substances.

Using a blend of live, online classes, one-to-one sessions with expert 
tutors, and e-learning, enhanced by a mentor’s support and guidance, 
EEMUA’s Mechanical Integrity Practitioner Certificate course delivers 
in-depth training to engineers where they work – to give professionals 
the flexibility to learn on-site or on-call.

For more information please contact EEMUA 
online-learning@eemua.org 
+44 (0)20 7488 0801
www.eemua.org
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STM: How do you think Tecam’s role 
has changed over the past 15 years?
BS: We’ve basically gone from a small 
company mindset to a big one. There 
are now more than 50 people working at 
Tecam, on projects all over the world. I 
can’t believe that six years ago there  
were only five people in the company!

STM: When taking on new team 
members, which values do you look for 
in particular?
BS: We like them to have an enthusiasm 
about environmental technology – they 
really have to identify with our services. 
Also, to work at Tecam on a daily basis 
you have to be adaptable (because this 
industry changes every day!) and you  
also have to be a team player.

TECAM – AN EXPANDING 
COMPANY WITH BIG PLANS 

The bulk liquid storage industry is firmly in Tecam’s sights, with its range of bespoke  

environmental technology. We caught up with CEO Bernat Sala to find out more

The challenge in bulk liquids is the variety of 
products stored. Each plant must be designed 

according to its material
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STM: What are Tecam’s main aims  
for the near future?
BS: We want to research and develop 
new business solutions and expand 
through introducing our technology to 
new industries.

STM: Where do you see the next relevant 
emerging markets originating from?
BS: We normally don’t work on a 
country-based strategy; we just follow 
the projects we gain… But I would say 
that Asian countries are really appealing. 

STM: How will you support and 
facilitate access to the energy solutions 
that will be necessary to meet global 
emissions reduction targets?
BS: We have technological solutions 
that directly reduce emissions and save 
energy. As an example, we work with 
many plants that generate energy from 
waste thanks to our waste-to-energy 
solutions. This energy can be used to 
generate electricity or heat.

STM: Do you foresee any upcoming 
partnerships or collaborations for 
Tecam?
BS: Indeed, in most of our projects we 
have a local partner, an engineering 
company or other company to support 
our onsite activities; therefore it is 
common for us to collaborate with other 
companies in the sector in order to 
achieve our projects.

STM: What measures could global 
governments take to help incentivise 
low-carbon technologies?
BS: Governments have an important role 
supporting companies willing to take 
the necessary steps. Possible actions 
include environmentally-friendly loans, 
certificates, incentives, etc. Governments 
should both encourage and incentivise 
these. Pollution and emissions should no 
longer be an option.

STM: How does Tecam intend to help 
its clients balance strains on demand 

for legacy liquids in a declining market 
while addressing the availability 
of current infrastructure 
against a growing demand 
for alternatives through 
this process, which will be 
inevitable for significant 
environmental change in 
the sector?
BS: Our equipment uses 
the latest technology 
on the market from 
leading providers in the 
sector. Furthermore, the 
design of the regenerative 
thermal oxidiser (RTO) allows 
for the treatment of a wide 
range of compounds, flow rates 
and concentrations, which makes 
the operation of the equipment very 
versatile. It is always possible to adjust it 
to demand.

STM: What training opportunities do 
you offer to employees to develop and 
further their knowledge?
BS: We have a team of professionals with 
training and experience specialised in 
environmental technology. Training is a 
daily activity at Tecam. Project managers 
always share their knowledge and 
experience with colleagues.

STM: What emphasis is placed on 
innovation at Tecam and how do you 
nurture that within the company?
BS: Innovation is a crosscutting theme 
in all Tecam departments. Our quality 
department controls, compiles and 
measures all innovation. We understand 
technological innovation as a way to 
preserve the environment and our 
health, research is in our DNA. That is 
how we keep our customers permanently 
up-to-date on environmental issues.

Also, innovation comes from 
experience in the projects we develop 
and the knowledge of the production 
processes that our clients share with 
us. In the end, innovation offers a 
technical solution to our clients adapted 
to their needs. It allows us to create 
collaboratively the most appropriate 
technical solution for each client’s plant.

STM: What is it about your bespoke 
technologies that has made the greatest 
tangible difference to the industry?

BS: The fact that we offer customised 
solutions and tailor-made solutions for 
every project, because every customer is 
different and has his own needs.

STM: Is a reduction in polluting volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) emissions a 
question of changing people’s attitudes 
or more an issue of awareness?
BS: Both – people have to be aware of 
environmental issues in order to change 
their attitudes.

STM: You place great value on the high 
quality of your materials – how do you 
continue to ensure that you are using 
top tier suppliers?
BS: We go for quality at the highest level. 
Our compliance & quality department 
guarantees this in every project, thanks 
to our rigid internal procedures, ongoing 
project inspections and aftercare. 

STM: How do RTO technologies work, 
specifically with regard to the bulk 
liquid sector?
BS: RTO technologies work in a very  
similar way for every sector. As for the 
bulk liquid sector, we already know the 
industry and its plants, so we can  
offer them the best technology and 
security-oriented solutions.

STM: Is decommissioning and replacing 
older platforms the key to reducing 
the proportion of associated gas flared 

In the bulk liquid sector 
we already know the 
industry and its plants, 
so we can offer them 
the best technology 
and security-oriented 
solutions

It's a question of adapting innovative new 
technologies into existing models

Bernat Sala

www.storageterminalsmag.comE N V I R O N M E N T A L  T E C H N O L O G Y



and vented, or is it more a question of 
adapting innovative new technologies 
into existing models?
BS: I believe it’s a question of adapting 
innovative new technologies into existing 
models. Emissions can be treated with 
the proper technology.

STM: Flaring and venting offshore are 
necessary for maintenance, well testing 
and the safety of offshore workers. But 
what is the best way forward for these 
offshore operators wanting to reduce 
their CO2/methane output?
BS: There are many technologies that 
can answer this problem – flaring burns 
very inefficiently and there are other 
technologies that can recover heat  
or be more energy efficient, such as  
RTOs, which transform methane  
into natural gas.

STM: When installing and integrating 
any of your technologies and solutions, 
what steps do you take to minimise 
downtime in the bulk liquid sector, 
as its output is so integral to so many 
other industries?
BS: With our detailed 3D engineering, 
everything is well defined. All 
manufacturing processes follow rigorous 

inspections. Our equipment is pre-
assembled mechanically and electrically 
in our workshop whenever possible. 
Therefore everything is planned down to 
the tiniest detail, so the whole process is 
as efficient as it can be. 

STM: Bulk liquid storage terminals handle 
a variety of products, each with their own 
distinct supply chain footprints. What 
challenges does this pose when developing 
new technologies for the sector?
BS: The challenge is the great variety 
of products stored. Each plant must be 
designed according to its material. Thus, 
we propose different and specific security 
and treatment systems for every system.

STM: As the strongest argument 
against new gas emission treatment 
technologies is an economic one, what 
reassurances can you offer to those 
considering integrating or installing 
one of Tecam’s solutions?
BS: We carry out a rigorous engineering 
and design process according to 
the client, with an experienced and 
awarded team, international recognition 
and more than 70 Tecam RTOs around 
the world. They will not find a better 
solution elsewhere. 
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Innovation comes 
from experience in the 
projects we develop 
and the knowledge 
of the production 
processes that our 
clients share with us

STM: For potential clients who are 
unsure as to which of Tecam’s solutions 
might suit their needs best, what 
process does the company offer to find 
them a bespoke solution?
BS: From the very first contact with 
the client, the design of the plant gets 
underway. We are absolutely rigorous 
in our approach so we can be absolutely 
sure we will find the best possible 
solution for each plant. Technicians are 
involved with the client from the very 
first commercial proposal.
www.tecamgroup.com 
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